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Unit 01, Class 02

Central American Independence
Purpose: Did the revolutions of 
Mexico and the United Provinces 
establish the ideas of liberty, equal-
ity and fraternity?

Part One: Homework
After reading the assigned sections, complete the tasks that follow.
 Sources of Discontent, pp 527-528
 Independence for Mexico and Central America, pp. 530-531
 The Struggle for Mexican Independence: 
  http://www.history.com/topics/mexican-independence

1. Create a Social Hierarchy chart of Latin America with descriptions of each group.

2. What role did the encomedia play in the Mexican economy?  Did it favor one group over another 
group?
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3. What was Maguel Hidalgo’s intent with the Grito de Dolores?  Was he successful in achieving this 
aim?

4. Using resources available to you, locate the text of the Grito de Dolores.  Copy the text below.

5. Morelos and Itubide continued the struggle of Hidalgo.  After independence was achieved, were they 
able to change the nature of Mexican society?  Was the revolution worth the trouble?
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Part Two: Central American Geography in 1832
Identify the countries of Central America in 1832: Mexico, United Provinces of Central America, Haiti, 
Belize, Cuba, Jamaica

Part Three: Mexican Freedom
Section A: Mexican Independence
Read the Document below.  Discuss in small groups the main ideas.  Are there influences here from 
other events in World History?

Declaration of the Independence of the Mexican Empire, 
issued by its Sovereign Junta, assembled in the Capital on September 28, 1821.

The Mexican Nation, which for three hundred years had neither had its own 
will, nor free use of its voice, leaves today the oppression in which it has lived.
 The heroic efforts of its sons have been crowned today, and consummated is 
an eternal and memorable enterprise, which a spirit superior to all admiration and 
praise, out of love and for the glory of its Country started in Iguala, continued, and 
brought to fruition, overcoming almost insurmountable obstacles.
 Restored then this part of the North to the exercise of all the rights given by the 
Author of Nature and recognized as unalienable and sacred by the civilized nations 
of the Earth, in liberty to constitute itself in the manner which best suits its happi-
ness and through representatives who can manifest its will and plans, it begins to 
make use of such precious gifts and solemnly declares by means of the Supreme Jun-
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ta of the Empire that it is a Sovereign nation and independent of old Spain with which 
henceforth it will maintain no other union besides a close friendship in the terms 
prescribed by the treaties; that it will establish friendly relationships with other pow-
ers, executing regarding them whatever declarations the other sovereign nations can 
execute; that it will constitute itself in accordance to the bases which in the Plan of 
Iguala and the Treaty of Córdoba the First Chief of the Imperial Army of the Three 
Guarantees wisely established and which it will uphold at all costs and with all sacri-
fice of the means and lives of its members (if necessary); this solemn declaration, is 
made in the capital of the Empire on the twenty-eighth of September of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, first of Mexican Independence.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_of_Independence_of_the_Mexican_Empire

Section B: Mexican Founding Fathers
What is the role that a founding father plays?  Are Hidalgo, Morelos and Iturbide considered Founding 
fathers of Mexico.  Research information on these three men.  Did they create a society of liberty, equal-
ity and fraternity?

Hidalgo
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Morelos

Iturbide

Part Four: The United Provinces
Section A: Seal of the United Provinces
Re-examine the map on page 115.  What modern Central American countries makeup the United 
Provinces?  Examine the seal of the United Provinces of Central America.  Is there a reference to these 
modern nations?  Explain in writing.
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Section B: The Federal Republic of Central America: A Dream Soon Ended
Read the assigned section and take brief notes.  You will share these notes with fellow class members.  
Following note sharing, react to the statement:
 The ideas of the United Provinces failed due to self interest.

Reading A:
 The United Provinces of Central America was a short-lived nation comprised of the present-day countries of 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. The nation, which was founded in 1823, was led by 
Honduran liberal Francisco Morazán. The republic was doomed from the start, as infighting between liberals and 
conservatives was constant and proved insurmountable. In 1840, Morazán was defeated and the Republic broke 
into the nations that form Central America today.
 In Spain’s mighty New World Empire, Central America was but a remote outpost, largely ignored by the colo-
nial authorities. It was part of the Kingdom of New Spain (Mexico) and later controlled by the Captaincy-General 
of Guatemala. It did not have mineral wealth like Peru or Mexico, and the natives (mostly descendants of the Maya) 
proved to be fierce warriors, difficult to conquer, enslave and control. When the independence movement broke 
out all through the Americas, Central America only had a population of about one million, mostly in Guatemala.
 In the years between 1810 and 1825, different sections of the Spanish Empire in the Americas declared their 
independence, and leaders like Simón Bolívar and José de San Martín fought many battles against Spanish loyalist 
and royal forces. Spain, struggling at home, could not afford to send armies to put down every rebellion and fo-
cused on Peru and Mexico, the most valuable colonies. Thus, when Central America declared itself independent 
on September 15, 1821, Spain did not send troops and loyalist leaders in the colony simply made the best deals 
they could with the revolutionaries.
 In July, 1823, a Congress was called in Guatemala City which formally declared the establishment of the Unit-
ed Provinces of Central America. The founders were idealistic creoles, who believed that Central America had a 
great future because it was an important trade route between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. A federal president 
would govern from Guatemala City (the largest in the new republic) and local governors would rule in each of the 
five states. Voting rights were extended to rich European creoles; the Catholic Church was established in a posi-
tion of power. Slaves were emancipated and slavery outlawed, although in reality little changed for the millions of 
impoverished Indians who still lived lives of virtual slavery.

Notes:
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Reading B:
 From the beginning, the Republic was plagued by bitter fighting between liberals and conservatives. Conser-
vatives wanted limited voting rights, a prominent role for the Catholic Church and a powerful central government. 
The liberals wanted church and state separate and a weaker central government with more freedom for the states. 
The conflict repeatedly led to violence as whichever faction not in power tried to seize control. The new republic 
was ruled for two years by a series of triumvirates, with various military and political leaders taking turns in an 
ever-changing game of executive musical chairs.
 From the beginning, the Republic was plagued by bitter fighting between liberals and conservatives. Conser-
vatives wanted limited voting rights, a prominent role for the Catholic Church and a powerful central government. 
The liberals wanted church and state separate and a weaker central government with more freedom for the states. 
The conflict repeatedly led to violence as whichever faction not in power tried to seize control. The new republic 
was ruled for two years by a series of triumvirates, with various military and political leaders taking turns in an 
ever-changing game of executive musical chairs.
 In 1825, José Manuel Arce, a young military leader born in El Salvador, was elected President. He had come 
to fame during the brief time that Central America had been ruled by the Iturbide’s Mexico, leading an ill-fated 
rebellion against the Mexican ruler. His patriotism thus established beyond a doubt, he was a logical choice as first 
president. Nominally a liberal, he nevertheless managed to offend both factions and Civil War broke out in 1826.
 Rival bands were fighting each other in the highlands and jungles during the years 1826 to 1829 while the 
ever-weakening Arce tried to re-establish control. In 1829 the liberals (who had by then disowned Arce) were 
victorious and occupied Guatemala City. Arce fled to Mexico. The liberals elected Francisco Morazán, a dignified 
Honduran General still in his thirties. He had led the liberal armies against Arce and had a wide base of support. 
Liberals were optimistic about their new leader.
The jubilant liberals, led by Morazán, quickly enacted their agenda. The Catholic Church was unceremoniously 
removed from any influence or role in government, including education and marriage, which became a secular 
contract. He also abolished government-aided tithing for the Church, forcing them to collect their own money. 
The conservatives, mostly wealthy landowners, were scandalized. The clergy incited revolts among the indigenous 
groups and the rural poor and mini-rebellions broke out all over Central America. Still, Morazán was firmly in 
control and proved himself repeatedly as a skilled general.

Notes:
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Reading C:
 The conservatives began wearing the liberals down, however. Repeated flare-ups all over Central America 
forced Morazán to move the capital from Guatemala City to the more centrally located San Salvador in 1834. In 
1837, there was a fierce outbreak of cholera: the clergy managed to convince many of the uneducated poor that it 
was divine retaliation against the liberals. Even the provinces were the scene of bitter rivalries: in Nicaragua, the 
two largest cities were liberal León and conservative Granada, and the two occasionally took up arms against one 
another. Morazán saw his position weaken as the 1830’s wore on.
 In late 1837 there appeared a new player on the scene: Guatemalan Rafael Carrera. Although he was a brutish, 
illiterate pig farmer, he was nevertheless a charismatic leader, dedicated conservative and devout Catholic. He 
quickly rallied the Catholic peasants to his side and was one of the first to gain strong support among the indige-
nous population. He became a serious challenger to Morazán almost immediately as his horde of peasants, armed 
with flintlocks, machetes and clubs, advanced on Guatemala City.
 Morazán was a skilled soldier, but his army was small and he had little long-term chance against Carrera’s 
peasant hordes, untrained and poorly armed as they were. Morazán’s conservative enemies seized the opportunity 
presented by Carrera’s uprising to start their own, and soon Morazán was fighting several outbreaks at once, the 
most serious of which was Carrera’s continued march to Guatemala City. Morazán skillfully defeated a larger force 
at the Battle of San Pedro Perulapán in 1839, but by then he only effectively ruled El Salvador, Costa Rica and 
isolated pockets of loyalists.
 Beset on all sides, the Republic of Central America fell apart. The first to officially secede was Nicaragua, on 
November 5, 1838. Honduras and Costa Rica followed shortly thereafter. In Guatemala, Carrera set himself up 
as dictator and ruled until his death in 1865. Morazán fled to exile in Colombia in 1840 and the collapse of the 
republic was complete.

http://latinamericanhistory.about.com/od/historyofcentralamerica/a/09republicofCA.htm
Notes:

Part Five: Recap
Did the revolutions of Mexico and the United Provinces establish 
the ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity?


